Genre Features Chart
Definition and Purpose
A genre is a particular kind of text created for a particular audience and purpose, often with certain identifying features in common. Genres of writing include research articles; short stories; movie reviews; emails; business reports; press releases; and diary entries. You’ll be asked to produce writing in several different genres this semester for different purposes (public, academic, and professional), so for each new genre you encounter, you’ll spend some time identifying its key features and characteristics. An understanding of genre includes identifying information about the text (title, author, publication date and venue, etc.) as well as more complex analysis you will need to provide as an active reader (the author’s stance, key moves the author makes, the text layout/design/organization and structure, the use of language and style, evidence from outside sources, etc.) Completing this chart will help you analyze and better understand each example text, preparing you to write in the genre yourself.

Identifying Information
	Title of the assigned text
	We Know What Works in Teaching
Composition

	Author’s full name
	Doug Hesse

	What genre (type of text) is this?
	Research articles 

	Where was it published?
	Washington, D.C

	Date of publication
	JANUARY 03, 2017



Genre Features: What do you notice about/how would you describe…
	The title
	The title summarizes the content of the article by giving a prediction of the content of the article. Besides, the title of the article is interesting to attract the attention of the reader. Most importantly, it contains keywords that are easily located when a reader wants to search for keywords.

	How the author begins the piece
	The author begins the piece by giving personal experiences about the topic of discussion. This helps to enable readers to comprehend his thoughts. This tactic creates an easy connection between current situations and history. 

	The topic
	The topic of discussion in this article is interesting to readers. It reflects the daily experiences for all students. At one moment in life, a student may have a friend who is unable to write basic sentences. 

	The paragraphs
	The paragraphs are well organized and detailed. Each paragraph represents a single idea. All paragraphs are interconnecting by connecting words that create a good flow of ideas. The block system of paragraphing is used in which the first word is not indented but begins at the margin. Even though most paragraphs are of almost equal lengths, some of the paragraphs are very short while others are very long. 

	The visual features
	

	The author’s stance or position
	Throughout the whole text, the author presents and develops his stand. All paragraphs are meant to support his idea about the topic of discussion.

	The author’s language and sentence-style
	The author has fluent English, free of errors. He combines several sentence structures to make his text interesting. Besides, he uses terms that are related to the topic of the discussion, thus creating understanding. His ideas are expressed in a clear manner that evokes text mood.

	The author’s voice (do they use “I” or talk about themselves? How? Why?)
	The author regularly uses his voice by using terms such as “I” all through his text. This tactic is meant to create attention between him and his audience. Most importantly, the use of the author’s voice is meant to create attitude, personality and personal character. 

	The incorporation of outside sources
	The author incorporates outside sources that date back to 1878. Nevertheless, he uses current studies that were written a few years ago. This is meant to support his viewpoint by connecting his ideas and what other researchers have established. By doing so, the reader raises that his viewpoint is anchored in science as well as history and therefore becomes more convinced. He can comprehend well the topic of discussion. 

	The ending
	In the end, the author concludes his thoughts by summarizing the main idea of discussions and asserts the need to correct the situation.




Key Genre Moves—Think Piece: Explain how and why the author incorporates the following moves common to this genre, including specific examples from the text (e.g., “In paragraph 4, author X does Y by…)
	1) Staking a position on a specific, timely topic based on personal experience, interest, and credibility
	The author is staking a position on a topic by giving a personal experience, interest, and credibility that are relevant to the topic. This enables the reader to connect the idea of the book. This tactic is also meant to create attention between him and his audience. Most importantly, the use of the author’s voice is meant to create attitude, personality and personal character. For example Doug(2017), in the first paragraph, he narrates how he went the University of
Denver in 2006 to campus writing
Program. He narrates how he learnt from the faculty members that most of the students could not write decent sentences.  This enables his audience to understand his thoughts. 

	2) Acknowledging an ongoing conversation about the topic by incorporating other experts/sources
	The authors Acknowledge an ongoing conversation about the topic by incorporating other experts/sources in several instances.  For example, in paragraph five, Doug (2017) gives an 1878 example of professor Sherman Hill to help the audience to connect between the history and the current situation and thus creating a good understanding. 

	3) Providing suggestions, advice, or guidance about the topic to the audience
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The author also provides suggestions, advice, or guidance about the topic to the audience. He gives his personal experiences and opinion supported by evidence based opinions to create a better comprehension of the topic of discussion. For example, in the last paragraph, he advises teachers to know that as a teacher ‘we are wrongly teaching composition’ and recommends that they should improve.



